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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Pursuant to the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. §§1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, Applicants 
hereby make of record the documents listed on the attached modified Form PTO-1449, as well as 
copies of the listed documents. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed after the mailing date of a first 
Office Action on the merits, and, accordingly, a fee of $180.00 as set forth in 37 C.F.R. §1.17(p) 
is enclosed. 

It is respectfully requested that the Examiner consider completely the cited information, 
along with any other information, in reaching a determination concerning the patentability of the 
present claims. The Examiner is also respectfully requested to sign and date the enclosed Form 
PTO-1449 to evidence that the cited information has been fully considered by the Patent and 
Trademark Office during the examination of this application. 

By submitting this Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement, the Applicants make 
no representation that: (1) a search has been performed, of the extent of any search performed, 
or that more relevant information does not exist; (2) the information cited in the Statement is, or 
is considered to be, material to patentability as defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(b); and (3) the 
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information cited in the Statement is, or is considered to be, in fact, prior art as defined by 35 
U.S.C. §102. 

The order of presentation of the references should not be construed as an indication of the 
importance of the references. The Examiner is urged to form his/her own conclusion regarding 
the relevance of the cited information. 

Please charge any fees that may be due, or credit any overpayment of same, to Deposit 
Account No. 50-0311, Reference No. 28069-523, Customer No. 35437. 



Respectfully submitted, 

MINTZ LEVIN COHN FERRIS GLOVSKY 
& POPEO, P.C. 

Date: November 23. 2004 ^JUjtuu 0. \ S^ZAajl^l^J 

Leslie A. Serunian, Reg. No. 35,353 
MINTZ, LEVIN, COHN, FERRIS 
GLOVSKY & POPEO, P.C. 
The Chrysler Center 
666 Third Avenue, 24 th Floor 
New York, New York 10017 
Tel: (212)935-3000 
Fax: (212) 983-3115 
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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



Pursuant to 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98, the references listed on the enclosed Form PTO-1449 
and/or Substitute Form PTO-1449 ('Torm 1449") are submitted for consideration by the 
. Examiner in the examination of the above-identified patent application. 

The full consideration of the references in their entirety by the Examiner is respectfully 
requested and encouraged. Also, it is respectfully requested that the references be entered 
into the record of the present application and that the Examiner place his or her initials in the 
appropriate area on the enclosed Form 1449, thereby indicating the Examiner's consideration 
of each of the references. 

The submission of the references listed on the Form 1449 is for the purpose of providing a 
complete record and is not a concession that the references listed thereon are prior art to toe 
invention claimed in the patent application. The right is expressly reserved to establish an 
invention date earlier than the above-identified filing date in order to remove any reference 
submitted herewith as prior art should it be deemed appropriate to do so. 

Further, the submission of the references is not to be taken as a conces4on that any reference 
represents art that is relevant or analogous to the claimed invention. Accordingly, the right to 
argue that any reference is not properly within the scope of prior art relevant to an 
exarnination of the claims in the above-identified application is also expressly reserved. 



The Information Disclosure Statement is being filed: 

n within any one of the following time periods: (a) within three months of Ihe filing 
date of a national application other than a continued prosecution application under 
37 CFR 1 53(d); (b) within three months of the date of entry of the national stage as 
set forth in 37 CFR 1.491 of an international application; (c) before the mailing date 
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of a first Office Action on the merits; or (d) before the mailing of a first Office Action 
after the filing of a request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14. 

after (a), (b), (c) or (d) above, but before the mailing date of a final action under 
37 CFR 1.113, a Notice of Allowance under 37 CFR 1.311, or an action that 
otherwise closes prosecution in the application, and includes one of: 

□ the Statement under 37 CFR 1.97(e) (see "Statement under 37 CFR 1.97(e)" 
below). 

or 

M the fee of $ 1 80 set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 7(p) (see "Fees" below). 

□ after the mailing date of a final action under 37 CFR 1 . 1 1 3 or a Notice of Allowance 
under 37 CFR 1.31 1, or an action that otherwise closes; prosecution in the application, 
and on or before payment of the issue fee, and includes the Statement under 
37 CFR 1 .97(e) (see "Statement under 37 CFR 1.97(e)" below), and the fee of $ 1 80 as 
set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(p) (see "Fees" below). 

□ after the mailing date of a Notice of Allowance under 37 CFR 1 .3 1 1 , and on or before 
payment of the issue fee, and within thirty days of receiving each item of information 
contained in the Information Disclosure Statement, and includes the Statement under 
37 CFR 1.704(d) (see "Statement under 37 CFR 1.704(d)" below), and the fee of 
$180 as set forth in 37 CFR 1.1 7(p) (see 'Tees" below}. 

NOTE: This is for original applications except applications for a design patent, filed on or after 
May 29, 2000, wherein a paper containing only an Information Disclosure Statement in compliance 
with 37 CFR 1.97 and 1 .98 is being filed. 



Copies of the References 

g| Copies of the references listed on the enclosed Form 1449 are enclosed herewith. 
Attached to each reference not in the English language is a concise explanation of the 
relevance pursuant to 37 CFR 1.98(a)(3). 

□ A copy of the foreign search report is enclosed herewith. 

□ The references listed on the enclosed Form 1449 were previously identified in the 
parent applications) of the present application, and copies of the references were 
furnished at that time. Accordingly, additional copies of the references are not 
submitted herewith, so as not to burden the file with duplicate copies of references. 
The Examiner is respectfully requested to carefully review the references in 
accordance with the requirements set out in the Manual of Patent Examining 
Procedure. In accordance with 37 CFR 1 .98(d), the details of the parent apphcation(s) 
relied upon for an earlier filing date under 35 USC 120 in which copies of the 
references were previously furnished are set out below: 
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? Status (check one) 


XJS. Appwcaotons' 


yS.FmiNqDATR 




: Pending 


Abandoned 


l. 










2. 










3. 











Statement under 37 CFR 1.97(e) 

[J The undersigned hereby states that each item of information contained in the 
Information Disclosure Statement was first cited in any communication from a 
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign patent application not more than three 
months prior to the filing of the Information Disclosure Statement. 

D The undersigned hereby states that no item of information contained in the 
Information Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart foreign patent application, and, to the knowledge of the 
undersigned after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the 
Information Disclosure Statement was known to any individual designated in 
37 CFR 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the Information 
Disclosure Statement. 



Statement under 37 CFR 1.704(d) 

O The undersigned hereby states that each item of information contained in the 
Information Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart application and that this communication was not received by 
any individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) more than thirty days prior to the filing 
of the Information Disclosure Statement. 



Fees 

□ No fee is owed by the applicant(s). 

^ The IDS Fee of $180 under 37 CFR 1 . 1 7(p) is enclosed herewith. 



Method of Payment of Fees 

□ Attached is a check in the amount of $ . 

Charge Deposit Account No. 12-1216 in the amount of $180.00. 

Authorization to Charge Additional Fees 

[3 If any additional fees are owed in connection with this communication, please charge 
Deposit Account No. 12-1216. (A duplicate copy of this communication is enclosed 
for Ihat purpose.) 

Instructions as to Overpayment 



3 
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Instructions as to Overpayment 

^ Credit Account No. 12-1216. 
□ Refund 

Respectfully submitted, 

AffA 

Xavier Pillai, Reg. No. 39,799 
LEYDIG, VOIT & MAYER, LTD. 
700 Thirteenth Slreet, N.W., Suite 300 
Washington, DC 20005-3960 
(202) 737-6770 (telephone) 
(202) 737-6776 (facsimile) 
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2803582 




Cherney 


8/20/1957 
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3137631 




Soloway 


6/16/1964 






3 


3216897 




Krantz, Jr. 


1 1/9/1965 
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3274063 




Nieper et al. 


9/20/1966 
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3594476 




Merrill 


7/20/1971 
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3715432 




Merrill 


2/6/1973 
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3755557 




Jacobs 


8/28/1973 
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3794476 




Michalik et al. 


2/26/1974 
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3937668 




Zolle 


2/10/1976 






1 0 


3960757 




Morishita et al. 


6/1/1976 






1 1 


3965255 




Bloch et al. 


6/22/1976 






12 


4016100 




Suzuki et al. 


4/5/1977 






1 3 


4053585 




Allison et al. 


10/11/1977 






14 


4056635 
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11/1/1977 
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4133874 




Miller et al. 
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22 
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12/23/1980 
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35 
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36 
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5/11/1982 






37 
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Morris 


5/25/1982 
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Ghyczy et al. 
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39 


4332796 




Los 


6/1/1982 
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46 
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47 


4394372 




Taylor 
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4397846 
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8/9/1983 
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50 


4411933 




Samejima et al. 
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List et al. 
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2/7/1989 
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4806350 




Gerber 


2/21/1989 
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